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WE'LL RIPPLE YOUR 
BODY WITH MUSCLES and LOAD 
TNT IN YOUR FISTS 

Says JOE LOWS, Great World Champion 




HIGH SCHOOL STAR- Maur- 
is* Nacklsy of Miami Boach 
thaws Dad powerful muicloi 
develop «d by th» Chnmpiani. 



Should^ and jf. 
AS WE DID'- 




"Yes ... we Champions can build 
you a new, power-packed rip- 
pling-muscled body. Our training 
secrets have worked wonders for 
thousands of other fellows . . . 
and we can do the same for you. 

If you're weak or skinny, Mickey 
Mantle will build your body- 
turn flabby muscles into steel . . . 
FAST. If you want speed and 
stamina, Bob Cousy can make 
you fast . . . LOTS OF FUN. 

No matter what your size, shape 
or condition, we have proved we 
can help you. It's simple. It's easy 
Find out how NSC's Stars make 
you a real man in just 15 minutes 
of fun a day ... at home! 

Extra! I'll send you my "Fight 
Secrets" for only 10c — if you'll 
write today. So . . . send me the 
coupon below right away!" 
Sincerely, 



MvC^£>uZ^ 




it. 



STATE T*OOFEfl-G*or B a 
Shuridonr of Springfield 
I tarn**! S*rf &*f*tl*v from the 
onifit when 16 yuan old- 



POWER 



GREAT STARS GIVE YOU 
. . . SKI LI CONFIDENCE 



POPULAR LEADER Rob»rt 
Colviilo of Jertey City credit* 
the Champion* with hit new 
popularity. 



Famous Sport Stars are waiting to train you in 15 exciting minutes a day. Ted 
Kluszewski explains his Conditioning secrets . . . Yogi Berra builds up your 
confidence . . . Kid Gaviian teaches you self-defense. You'll be the envy of your 
friends when you are "in the know" on the Champions' training routines for 
Baseball . . . Football . . . Boxing . . . Basketball . . . and other Sports. 

ACT 



MAIL COUPON TODAY 



JOE LOUIS, CO NATIONAL SP0H1S COUNCIL. DEPT.AL-^l 
33 Witt 46th Street. New Turk 36, N. 1. 

Deal lot 

Q Please send me absolutely FREt a tall ana complete 
explanation of how The National Spoils Council 
can twill) me the light kind of body 
O Enclosed is 10c. Include youi famous Fight Seciets 




NAME 



net 



THIS ADVERTISEMENT 

THE NATIONAL SPORTS COUNCIL! 

33 Wait 44th Street, Mew York 36, New York Deut. AL-47 



ADDRESS 
CITY 



STATE_ 

□ Check here for sceclal boo* lei If under 15 
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Published bimonthly by Charlton Comics Group. Executive office* smd office or publication. ChnrHon ButtutnR, !it-r!>y. 
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TEX BITTER WESTERN 



THIS SEAL Of APPROVAL APPEARS ONLY ON COMIC MAGAZINES WHICH HAVE IEEN CAREFULLY «6YI£WEtl, RUgft FO 
PUBLICATION. *Y THE COMICS CODE AUTHORITY, AND EOUND TO HAVE MET THE HIGH STANDARDS. Of MORALITY AMP 
GOOD TASTE REQUIRED «Y THE CODE. TH£ CODE AUTHORITY OPERATES APART FROM ANY INOtYIDUAL fUBUiMSl ANO EX- 
ERCISES INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT WITH RESPECT TO COOE-COMPliANCE. A COMtC MASAZINE Jj§Ag*NG ITS 56AL IS 
YOUR ASSURANCE OE GOOD READING AND PICTORIAL MATTER. 
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WRONG MAN 



He'q seen PUSH- 
ED HAED...AND 
NOVJ. HE WS FALL- 
IMGjFALUNG PAST 
WITH NOTHING BUT 
EMPTY AiR Be- 
tween him awd 
the chasm 
floor, / it sure 
looked like 

TEX RITTER. 
WASN'T LONG 
FOR THIS H/ORLD.' 






^ 



NWHEHEVER. TEXRlTTER, PRAIRIE RAN- 
GER. RODE INTO A TOMJW AND STARTED 
A-STRLWMIWG THOSE SWEET STRINGS 
OP HiS, HONEST FOLKS ALWAVS GOT 
RIGHT TO DANCING ...AND BfcDHATS 
GOT TO FEELING RIGHT- UNCOMFORTABLE. 

Jf COME ATI VI "flPEE 
COME ATi Nl WgA; 



3/' 



26 



so this - here night at red rock 
\w.hen the tall stronger. started to 
Entertain at the ^eeklv barn Dance.. 



W 



_Ti COME ALONG BOVSAND GIRLS, 
•* AND LISTEN TO MH TALE , I'LL Jt 
TELL VOU OF IAS TROUBLES 
.ON THE" OLD CHLSHOL/V1 TRAIL' 
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TEX RITTER WESTERN 



PSSST7 
GIT THE 
BOSS 

HERE 
PRONTO.' 



HMM,.. COULD BE/ I'VE 
HEARD TELL THAT TEX 
HEADIM' 



■ 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 




AT THAT MOMENT, HEADlMGiN 
TO RED ROCK FROM THE 
SOOTH... i 



J OH, A TEN -DOLLAR, 
HORSE AKJD A 

forts dollar; Js 

SADDLE, AW I'M 
GOIW TO PUNCHIM' 
TEXAS CATTLE 




THAT'S 
EVERY- 
BODY 

SO RILED 
UP ABOUT, 
SHERIFF 2 



A STRANGER WAS 
PLAVlW THE GUITAR 
AT OUR DANCE... 
OWE JUST LIKE 
YOURS J ALL OF A 
SUDDEN, THE 
UGHTS ^*JECE 
SHOT OUT, AMD 
THE NEXT THING 
nNE KNEW, HE'D 
" BEEN DRAG- 




LIH -OH - -I HAVE A GOOD 

Nanow of what happened/ 

SOME LOCAL BADHATS 
MISTOOK THAT GUITARIST 
FOR MB. 




CHANCES ARE THEY TOOK HIM TO THEIR. 
HIDEOUT.' AND CHANCES ARE THEY'LL 
TURN REAL ORNERY ONCE 
THEV FIND OUT HE'S NOT 
TEX RITTER.' 




AFTER 
TELLING 

THE 
SHERIFF 
"+JHO 

HE 

VJAS, 
TEX 
STARTED 

OUT 
AFTER. 

THOSE 

BADHATS 

SV 

HIS 
LONE- 
SOME.., 




AMAZING PRECISION MINIATURE SECRET CAMERAS 




Takes setret pktures! (osily carried in the pa^ti of yout hnrid 
only 2 x 1/4" 



Canty HiunM Mir > * <>tr 
« yaor toil Will It they're kl»- 
Mt-*Wri ehetetreirtilni. Wttr' 
wm't tiny In ivreriittf. So 
•MI 1 ether visn I* toriout a lie 





asm* cicittiti ntm just ties. 
jrnin". y«u _ rt not uutt p ( . 
enuio your (Amaru It hem* 
Just opan the palm if your 
band and nltotoaraph: away. No 
bulky sraiy nit,. «„ tuli.i 
Fill any pocket wit* nit and 
foei into .titan Instantly 



C W-t* 




Any jutia. pap^r. or document 
yju rt hh« to hjve an mjtlmi 

Or? JUSt tfleU fill ■ 3«t ol" 

triii-ritM and mrp my, It'i 
ttfflflK. C!ur t«f.»ifi j» tJTUde 






*t <t her tltvcr 



Twr i*rl frltnd and Attar t.«h 
iftl hHtiti witt nit fiian in 
ntff nitur«| pott and mfe!k« a 
i**M 0U-U0 Mf lift ((in. fhrouih 
a pa#«r I* juit •*• ef the mmv 
*B-ra t» «« abdut ft 



- "*J1 ■ tlU'- 

A precision buill camera thai is so amazingly small it it liii tnori »/, the siie ot a regular pock 
of cigarettes and con be taken everywhere you go. It weighs only 2 >/ 2 ounce! and is solid all 
metol construction with chrome trim. It's go) a professional eye level view finder and o single 
action l/25th second and time exposure shutter with o precision ground lens lhat -assures you 
a clear, sharp instantaneous picture. It lakes ten pictures per roll on low cost film (standard 
1© MMt. Makes for beautiful enlargements. So compact and precision made, it can be hidden 
anywhere and lakes true-lo-lile "spy" pictures tiicl should really provide you with foods ot 
lunand inleresl. Only $1.0| complete with a free roll of film. Don't delay I Order now. 

I" ■ MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

. SPSS! H0 . U " no ™CI* CORC D. P t.CA-ll 

j 35 Wilbur St. lynbrook 



10 DAY TREE TRIAL 

We know you'll have so much fun 
and excitement with your Secret 
Camera that we offer it to you at 
10 Doys Free Trial. Use it ond if 
you're not 100% delighted with 
its performance, return to vt and 
your money will be refunded in full 



... i-ynDrooe, N. Y. I 

Kush my Secret Camera and free roll of dim for St 9S e. 
■ ol once If I am not 10C-° o delighted I may return it I 

I offer 10 Doys Free Trial f c , prompt refund of the full ■ 
purchase price ■ 

- □ I inclose payment. Sama Monty Sack Guarantee, 

1 Send C.O D I will pay postman en salivary plus a In " 

Nlma -■■-" ' ^^ * 

|A*n'riii_ _^ | 




GET 3 BIG OFFERS FREE' 



, Collector's Guide,) 
, handling. (PLEASE PRINT) 



KfL^Xon FRE N E CE! ™ S hi' $£??»* T m " g 0fiM8 & made t0 stam P collectors. Get this big, 
SSlSr« 1 1 • ctl0 V KEE — scarce, beautiful sta mps from many of the m ost interestine. far-fl, 
British Colonies all over the world. Aden, Fiji 
fcurads, North Borneo, Cyprus, Singapore, Ber- 
muda, many more. All different, all genuine 
PLTJS — FREE copy of helpful "Stamp Collector's l? AR « F L F °r ? T * M f co " ?V CC4K Ca,ois ' *"'"" 

*V.irU" Uo|i» »»l .111 Al~„ rrsiiS "'f •- "'"""l " I Bust. FREE Colonies Stamps. $50,000 Stomp Souvenir I 
IwSI,' IT} ? V ^ 1S ° F c REE ' COj ° r repr0_ (^""^^endosed lOf far postal, hunaUn H? « 

auction and fascinating story of a It stamp worth ! 
$50,000, Other valuable offers included for 1 
your free inspection. Offer may be withdrawn j 

■won so rush coupon today,, If coupon is clipped, i name 

wad 1« for postage and handling to GARCELON ' 
SEAMP CO., Dept. CC4K , Calais, Maine. I address _ 

I 



RUSH TODAY! LIMITED OFFER! 



.state. 



TEX RITTER WESTERN 



W THE BADhATS HIDEOUT 



Y-^OU HAVE TO BELIEVE 
ME.' I'M NOT R (HER. 
>fOu GOT THE" -WRONG 




...BUT THAT DON'T 
MEAN WE'RE GOWMA, 
LET YOU WALK OUT 
TA HERE TO TELL 
THE SHERIFF 
WHERE OUR 
HIDEOUT IS 




HEY, BOSS/ THERE'S PETEi WATCH THIS 
SOMEBODv COM1W / GALOOT.' nnE'LL GO 
UP THE TRAIL/ >__*((1 SEE WHO AIMS TO 

.','lk PAY US A VISIT.' 

\\Wjfcl 



y(s< 





THESES OWLV ONE MMi SO 
SUKE OP HIMSELF AS TO COME 
UP HERE AFTER US BY HIMSELF., 
AND'" 



K 





KEEP VCUR GUMS HOlSTEPED; 
IT'S TOO DARK TO GET A 
GOOD BEAD OUT HERE",'. IF 
VJE MISS. ClTTER'D GET 
ACHAWCETOCLEAR 
LEATHER,.. AND HE'S. 
t DEAD SHOT. 






TEX RITTER WESTERN 



MCKJ/ SQUEEZE 
TRIGGER.' 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 



STfcRT TALKIM', RirreR 
"■WHAT'RF THE CHIEF /MAE - 
SWAL'S FLAWS FOE THIS 
TER&TORtf ? DOE=S HE 
AIM TO CLEAM IT UP7 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 



ACC1DEWT? ) LOOK DOWN VlHILE VOu'ttE 

*nhm\., / palung, bitter, amd vou xl 

SEE M^HAT X MAVE IW MIND 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 



/ MV LUCK'S HOLDIM 

UP,' GOOD THING 
IT'S SO DM3K,. 
AWD r HAVE 
PJ.EWTV SPC1WG 
IK) THESE LgSS 
OF AUME/ 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 
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M^HEN PABLO TALKED ABOUT THE FABULOUS MINE WEAR LADROWE, THE MlUE WIHERE HE WORKED 
AS A BOV, PEOPLE LIKE SAM HAWKINS LAUGHED .' BUT YOUNG Jl/W CLASSOW DIDN'T- POOR AS W£ 
-fOUHG LAWYER, SMAJS, HE STAKED THE OLD MAW WHENEVER HB COULD/ BIT WHEN PABLO STRUCK, 
IT RCH . IT WAS HAWKINS WHO GOT TO THE CLAIM OFPICE FIBST... WITH TEX R1TTER . PRAIRIE 
SANGER, RIGHT BEHIND HIM.., ■ 




OLD 
PABLO 
WAS 
LAUGHED 

AT 
ABOUND 
LAOftOW/ 

HIS 
STORV 
OF THE 
ANCIENT 

jMIWE 
WAS 
NEVER. 
BaiE\/ED„ 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 



VUH kMOW, PABLO MM BE RtGHT, 
THE SAWD EWER WAS AIOVEO 
VWWEU THE NEW CttW WAS 
BUILT,' AND THERE 
3 A BSD ButTE' 7 XW APBAiD 
W=AKTHECLD /not, TEX. 



W£Ek£ PASSED SEFOPE 
PABLO WASTHQLIGHTOFAGAX, 
THEtJ HIS BURRO PANDERED 
IWTO TOWW.' PASLO WASN'T 
\WALKlUG BEHIND HIM THIS TIME, 

as 



DCU'TTALKHO'W, 
PABLO.' JfU. GET 
DOC CHUTON,' 
lUCAGRy HfMTO 

vour. Place/ 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 



THAT SUITS /WE.' X'VE SEEM VW&ITIW' TUH 
MESS NUH UP EVER SIMCE NOU 
CAME HERE. ' 





MAILING COUPON NOW 
You'll rvtjnwt FREE "PUZZLES' - a 
ihrrHing collection of 15 puzite* - 18 
rfcfdltS. AIL real iiufnp^fv but emy 
v#litjn you know haw end wo- give 
you aft ihfr aitswtrv Work Vin on ypui 
ffi<Mi<Js - fheylJ think you*** a r<?ut 
smart/! Great fun for pv-rrybody* Moil 
coupon. We'll Mnd lrc<* catalog loo! 
Doicm 0^ wond«1ui premiums (»nt 
poaluyv paid}. SIMPLY GIVE pictures 
wilh Wliirn CtOvERlWE Brand SALVE 
y said la trtpndt,, neighbor* 
rctativQi OJ 35 1 a box (with _. 

piduf*) Ku^ticowfwin j/^^ ftRE 
62 VfAR5^\ ia vfon ^^REUftBUl 



"PunUs - will be lint 
o you abielutely FREE) 



Uilton CnVroicor to , Qtpl.CC-^S Typon*, Po Dart 
C* Ml* men - Pleaie- t*nd me on trial I i coEorful a" pic 
turn wilt. 14 bo.ri i:.l Wh.l* CLOVtRINS o'Cnd SALVE ID 
teil at 35( o box <wilh picflirH I will remil omounl allied 
withtn 30 doyv, tt-leil o Pfemiuwi or Vc-c-p Coin Commit' 
>tOn oi eAploi rt t-a* under Pftmium wontrd in cololog \tm 
wilh oidvr, pottage poid lotion o* mfo la tettd 
rREE "PUZ21ES" 



IT WAS £"4S^ f KIDS' - WE EARNED \ 
THEM, AND LOTS MORE SWELL 
PREMIUMS jSEULINS WWTg^ 
OLOVEatNB 8RAND 
$ALl/£ TO OUR FRIENDS 
AND NEIGHBORS! 



NiM|_ 



. AGf - 
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I WILSON CHEMICAL COMPANY B-pt.CC-llTy^.P.. 



TEX RITTER WESTERN 



FURV SPED LIKE A SHADOW UPTHE SIOPE, 
CIRCllWG AROUND BEHIND THE SNIPER.., 





WITH A MIGHTY LEAP, FURY 
CAUGHT THE OUTLAW 5V HIS 
TROU5ER CUFF. , . ALTHOUGH 
SAFE, THE SHOCK HAD BEEN 
TOO MUCH..," 



THE SISSY 
PASSED OUT FURY . 
GOOD BOY YOU SAVED 
HIS WORTHLESS HIDE.' 
COME ON BOY WE'VE 
GOT TO GET TO 
.THE COUNTY 
SEAT/ I HAVE A 
HUNCH HAWKINS 
t WU_BE THERE 
TOO/ 



V 






Jkjti 



& 



TEX RITTER WESTERN 

THE PRWRtE t?AWGER RODE WHITE 
RASH ACROSS COUWTEV , AMD GOT TO 
IpUM JUST (W TiMe .„ 




TEX RITTER WESTERN 




IT'S SURE GOOE> TO BE SITTIN' By THE FIRE WITH 
YOU AGAIN . FOR A TIME THIS AFTERNOON , I THOUGHT MY 
FIRESIDE DAYS WERE OVER . THAT MOUNTAIN LION WAS 
GETTIN' PLUMB AFFECTIONATE IN THAT TREE AND THERE WASN'T 
ANY PLACE TO GO BUT UP AND I USED UP ALL THE UP THERE 
WAS . 

I HEARD MOUNTAIN LIONS WERE BIO SCAREDY-CATS 
AND THAT'S WHAT STARTED THE TROUBLE . I WAS WASHIN' BY 
THE SPRING WHEN I HEARD A KINO OF UN AFFECTIONATE PURR 
ANt> THERE STOOD KITTY CLAWIN ' AT MY GUN BELT HUNG ON 
A BUSH . I THREW A ROCK, YELLED SCAT, AND WAVED MY HAT. 
A FELLER TOLD ME THAT WORKED FINE SCAR1N' LIONS . 

NEXT THING I KNEW, I WAS FLYIN' UP A LITTLE TREE 
WITH THE MOUNTAIN LION TRYIN' TO CHEW MY BRITCHES WITH 
ME IN 'EM/ I FINALLY STOPPED UP WHERE THE BRANCHES 
WERE LIKE TOOTHPICKS THEY WERE SO SMALL AND THERE WAS 
KITTY RIGHT BELOW ME . SHE REACHED UP TO PET ME BUT HER 
CLAWS MADE HER PAW LOOK LIKE A GARDEN RAKE - I TRIED 
TO GO HIGHER AND THE BRANCH BROKE . 

I HIT KITTY, HER BRANCH BROKE , AND WE BOTH HIT 
THE GROUND . I WAS ON TOP AND THE CAT SAID ULP .' AND 
PASSED OUT. I TOOK ONE LOOK AT THE LION AND STROLLED 
AWAY FOR MY GUNS AT TOP SPEED . THAT WAS TEN MILES 
BACK AND I JUST QUIT STROLLIN' AND I WAS RELAXIN' A 
WHILE . MORAL OF THIS STORY tS , PALS , LET THE OTHER 
FELLER SCARE LIONS HIS WAY. IT'S EASIER ON THE BRITCHES 
TO LEAVE 'M ALONE . 



YOUR PAL, 







TEX RITTER WESTERN 





Ever hear the roar of a maddened wounded 
buffalo bull? It is loud and spine piercing. 
However the inhabitants of Cedar Rock claim 
it is gentle in comparison. In comparison with 
what? The roar of Jed Matters when he became 
angry, Jed Matters ran the one and only gen- 
eral store in town. The cowboys from the near- 
by ranches would come day after pay day to 
get spurs, a new saddle, or the latest modern 
rifle on the market. His daughter, Celia, would 
help behind the counter. 

"Can't tell whether it's the way she smiles 
or the merchandise they have that builds up the 
business," commented Sheriff James McGuirk. 
"Just the opposite of her father. Soft spoken 
and gentle." 

It was now ten in the morning. Suddenly all 
of Main Street heard the voice of Jed Matters 
explode. 

"Get out of my store, you worthless fool 
dreamer ! Get out before I lose my temper ! You 
can't get a penny's worth of supplies here un- 
less you put cold cash or gold dust on my 
counter." 

The words were addressed to a wrinkled, 
white bearded old man. He was dressed in a tat- 
tered shirt and a pair of faded army pants. He 
acted as though he hadn't heard the yelling. 

"I'll find the lost mine this time," he pleaded. 
"Stake me to grub and other supplies and you 
can have half interest in the mine. Think of all 
that gold." 

Celia came from the back of the store where 
she had been preparing lunch. Her father's 
booming voice was enough to almost make the 
walls vibrate. She walked up to the old man 
and gently took his hand. 

"That's the way father is," she half apolo- 
gized. "Maybe it is time you gave up the dream, 
Joe Harding, and stay in town. You could get 
some work to do." 

"Why should he give up the dreams?" inter- 



rupted the voice of a stranger. "Why should any 
man have to stop hoping? Go ahead. Give him 
all the supplies he wants. I'll pay the bill." 

To emphasize that he meant what he said, 
the stranger took a large roll of bills rom his 
pocket. He threw several bills of large denomi- 
nation on the counter. 

"Order up, dreamer," he smiled. "Go and 
find that lost mine of yours. Go search for the 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow." 

Joe Harding looked directly at the stranger's 
face. Then he turned his glance to the moaey 
on the counter. 

"1 have never taken charity in my life," he 
explained, "When I needed supplies I worked. 
Maybe my bones are getting a bit tired. Only 
way I will take this money is in a business deal. 
You get half interest in the mine, I will sign 
such a paper, and you can come with me when 
I go look for it." 

"When are you goirig to leave?" asked the 
stranger. 

"Thursday morning," replied Joe 'Harding. 
"You'll need a horse for yourself and an. extra 
pack horse for supplies." 

"Get it all for me," replied the stranger as 
he handed extra money to the old man. "I'm 
staying at the Wilkins Hotel. My name is 
Sydney Rutledge, See you Thursday morning." 

The man who was definitely from the East, 
judging by his clothing and manner of speech, 
turned and left the general store, Celia had 
wanted to say something to him. By the next 
day the entire town knew the story. In the 
afternoon the sheriff and Celia paid a visit to 
the hotel. Sydney Rutledge was seated in a 
comfortable chair on the porch. His face was 
turned to the sun and his eyes were half closed. 

"Sorry to disturb you," said the sheriff. "My 
name is James McGuirk, sheriff of this town. 
Miss Celia told me what happened and I must 
make some things clear to you." 



The young man smiled. His eyes met those 
of the charming young lady and she started to 
blush. 

"Where Joe Harding goes looking for his lost 
mine is Apache land," continued the sheriff. 

"Chief Geronimo wants nobody in his terri- 
tory. People have gone out and never returned. 
The redskins respect a man whom they think 
is what we would call a bit touched in the head. 
I'm not saying that anything is wrong with 
Joe Harding. He just has given up thirty years 
of his life looking for that lost mine. He's 
a familiar sight to the redskins. You go with 
him and there's a good chance you might lose 
your scalp. Out here we generally mind our 
business, but in this case I must ask some ques- 
tions. Why did you come here? What do you 
do? Why should you give money to Joe Hard- 
ing?" 

The young man didn't reply at once. There 
was the temptation to tell the man of the law 
to mind his own business. The presence of the 
young lady changed his mind. He ■ might as 
well answer. 

"I came here for my health. Doctor's orders. 
Told me best place was the West and its sun- 
shine. So I travel around and do a lot of rest- 
ing. Feel much better. What do I do? I write 
poetry. Lots of it, and it sells too. I have plenty 
of money. If money could give happiness, then 
why should I refuse a little to Joe Harding? 
How could I see a man's dreams smashed? May- 
be you won't understand what I now say. This 
old man's real happiness is in the search, the 
dream, the anticipation of it all. If he found it, 
what could he do? So let him search. I'll go 
with him and enjoy the fresh air. They tell me 
he's a good cook." 

The sheriff looked at Celia. She could sense 
at once that the man of the law was unable to 
reply. It required a woman to say something. 

"I think I understand. You are the most 
wonderful man I have ever met. I only hope 
you are well rewarded for this good deed." 

She left with the sheriff. The young man 
closed only one eye and faced the sun. The 
other opened eye watched 'the young lady as 
she went back to her general store. 

Thursday morning the entire town turned 
out to wave a farewell to the two prospectors. 
They had heard the story and it had somehow 
touched their hearts. For a lot of extra gift 
supplies had been added to the store the old 
man was taking with him. Even Celia had made 
her father relent. 

"An extra rifle and several boxes of car- 
tridges. They may need them." 

She was on hand as they left and she found 
herself saying something to the young man she 
had never anticipated. 

"Please be careful and come back well." 

"I will, for you," was the answer. 



For six days they travelled across the burning 
desert sands. Sydney Rutledge tested and wrote. 
He had an idea for a long poem, and he called 
it: Greedy Gold in Spanish, Guloso Oro. 

"Eyes of injuns are watching us," warned the 
old prospector. 

"I know," smiled the young man. "They 
are- probably trying to figure out why I set up 
this chair and rest each day. They will probably 
pay us a visit." 

On the eighth day, Chief Geronimo and a 
dozen of his braves came into camp. He talked 
with Joe Harding first who explained the situa- 
tion to him. The old prospector then prepared 
food for his guests. Neither he nor the young 
man showed the slighest bit of fear. 

"I understand the white man's tongue very 
well," said an expressionless chief. "English and 
Spanish. You have written a story about gold. 
Tell it to me and I will tell it later to my braves 
in our tongue." 

Around the camp fire they sat. Chief Geroni- 
mo listened as the poet unfolded his poem. It 
began with the days of the Conquistadores, and 
with a man's search for gold. How pften greed 
got the better of man. The tragedy of it all. For 
real gold was in the happiness, health, and good 
deeds of a person." 

In a lifetime of fighting, Chief Geronimo had 
met many people, and in the years to come, he 
was still to meet many more. But a poet was 
something different. A man who was searching 
for happiness, health, and willing to do good 
deeds. This was something different." 

"My braves will go with you and watch 
you," he said. "But there is no lost mine in the 
hills. The gold my people have comes from 
Mexico. I understand something now. The old 
man will be happy looking. So let him look." 

They spent the next two weeks in the hills. 
Geronimo sent his men to meet them with addi- 
tional supplies. Joe Harding was happy. 

"Next year we come back again, partner?" 
he asked. 

"We will, was the reply. 

"I will find that gold someday," uttered Joe 
Harding. 

"I have found mine now," smiled Sydney 
Rutledge. 

They returned to town. The sheriff and Celia 
rode out to meet them on the road, 

"Chief Geronimo sent a small package for 
Joe Harding," explained the sheriff. "1 know 
what's in it. A solid bar of gold which comes 
from the lost mine in Mexico." 

Sydney Rutledge was holding the reins of 
his horse in his right hand — his left hand 
clasped that of Celia. His head was up high. He 
had found more than health. He had found 
perfect gold, true happiness, and the most won- 
derful girL 

THE END 
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Tub peairie eahgee mas ediug a fresh 
trail ...amd he knew that cubt hagew mv3vt 
be acouwd the next bend waiting , his 
elfle trained on tek bitter's badge ' 
but te* urged vnhite ft ash into a dead 
run *whew he heard the shot up ahead 
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TEY. - 
WAS 
SURE 
HAGEN 
WAS 
FIRING 
OWE 
GUN.,, 
BUT THE 
IDENTITY 
OF THE 
OTHER 
MAW 

PMI7LE0 
HIM/ 

PUZZLED 

OR NOT, 
WE 

RETURN- 
ED 

THEIR 

RB6». 




THiS'LU KEEP 
THE OTHER 
ONE'S HEAD 
DO'+IN FOE A 
/VIINUTE.TOO 
AND A J 

mme t 

Pi.L I 
NEED/ 
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BOTH 
RIFLEMEN 
THOUGHT 
THEY 
HAD 
EITTEE 
PINNED 
DWJH-- 
So 
HIS 
WE*T 

wove 

CftME 
AS 
A 

SUR- 
PRISE.., 




HAGEM SPOTTED HIM THEN TOO, 
AMD DAETED TOWARD THE 

DQQE... ( 

rJ HEBE/ HOLD ON 
THEEF.' STOP THAT 
TALU GALOOT/ 




DROP THE 

GUN, HAGEN.' ) REST, 
YOU' BE 
UNDER; 
ARREST/ 




HOLD IT, BOTHQFYUK 
VOU'EE UNDER ARREST 
FOE /VUJEDEB, 
MISTER/ 
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SHERIFF/ HE'S WANTED 
IN TEXAS ON THE 
SAME CHARGE.' IM. 
TEX BIT TEE , 
PEAIRiE RANGER; 



I DiDNT SEE THE 
SHOOTIW, BUT I'VE 
' J30TYCW COLD, 
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YOU'VE 
EVEN GOT 
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TO 
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WITH- 
OUT 
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OKAY, X KNOW IT LOOKS I DON'T 



BAD-- BUT DO /ME A 
FAVOR i KEEP AW 
EYECW HAGEN/ 



BELIEVE 
YOUR LIES, 
RITTER i BUT 
X'LL KEEP Am 
EYE ON HIM 
ANYHOW.' X 
NEED HIM AS 
A VWITNESS 
AGAINST YOU ' 






WHILE 
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WATCHED, 

THE ' 
TOWN 
QUIETED 

DOWN.' 
HE SANJ 
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SHERIFF 

RIDE 
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PCOBABW 
TO EAT 
AT HOME... 
AMD HE 

SAW 
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ALREADY 

AT ^WORK 

ON HIS 

NEXT 

-JOB... 
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X ^WONDER HOW HE 
FIGURES ON GET- 
TING INSIDE ' 




NW3EN 

C&SED 
THE 
BANK 
THOROUGH 
W/ 
HE'D 
fet-READV 
LEARNED 
THAT 
THE 
ONE 

W&TCH- i 
MAN 
ATE 
AMD 
HAD A 
NIGHT- 
CAP 
AT 
THE 
ECWTOJ... 



HE'S INSIDE.', I'VE" GOT TO GET MOW/ 
HAG EN vWON'T TAKE LONG TO GET INSIDE , 
THATMAULT/ \WHITE" FLASH , 
HEBE, FELLA.' 



^WHEN r BUMPED 
INTO THAT OLD 
COOT HE NEVER 
FELT ME TAKE 
HI* 
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PRAlRiE 
RftNGER'S 
HORSE 
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AND 
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ON 
THE 
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RAIL./ 
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REARED 
AND... 
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GUM 
ASIDE 

AND 
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HAGEN .' 

THEN 
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RICOCHET- 
IN© 
BULLET 
STOPPED 
THE 
FIGHT... 



DON'T TRY TO 
ESCAPE, RtTTER.' 
THE NEXT ONE 
VW1LL BE PLUMB 
CENTER.' 



Z'LL EXPLAIN i 
SHERIFF, AS 
SOON AS HAGEW 



BUT HAGEN KNEW HE'D LOST AGAIN/ 
GRABBED HIS HORSE AND ... 




HE ROBBED 
THE BANK ALL 
RIGHT/ VJHAT'f 
THE STORV , 
RlTTER? 




THE 

LOCAL. 

CBARGES 

^JEEE 

SUSPEND- 
ED 

PENDING 
THE 

EARLIER. 

ONES.' 

AND 

THE 

PRAIRIE 

RANGER 
HAS 

UIC 

PRISON- 
ER... 
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HOl I MEAN WHAT 
PIP THEY LOCK VUH 
UP FEFT, ORIZZLy? 



I OPINE I NEVER KNEW IT 
WAS ASA INST THE LAW TO 
RAISE CATTLE .' 




JT ISN'T. 1 BUT yiJh 
SEE I RA1SEP THE 
CATTLE OFF MUH 
NEIGHBOR'S RANCH.' 
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HE WAS THE 
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EVER MET.' 
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